[Determination of the activity of broad-spectrum antibiotics against Mycobacterium fortuitum by the agar diffusion method].
Rapidly growing M. fortuitum bring about such conditions in man, like mycobacterioses. Management of patients presents a problem since potentially pathogenic mycobacteria are highly resistant to most antituberculous drugs. To find effective antibacterial drugs for the treatment of human patients, the definition of sensitivity of M. fortuitum to broad--spectrum antibiotics by agar disk-diffusion method on Soton's medium was carried out. Sensitivity of 53 strains of mycobacteria to 13 drugs was investigated. It was demonstrated that the aminoglycoside group (gentamicin, kanamycin and monomycin inhibiting the growth of 96, 98 and 76% % of the strains, respectively) had been the most active. Tetracycline, ristomycin and erythromycin actively affected 35-15% of the tested strains. The agar disk-diffusion method is easy to handle and use in laboratory conditions.